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Lawn Establishment—What You Need To Know!
Establishing a new lawn is certainly not rocket science, but one should recognize that there are essential steps to make certain you do it right the first time to have a quality lawn.  Selecting the correct lawn grass for your site is THE first step.  Lawn grasses do differ and each has its own strengths and weaknesses (i.e.  tolerances to shade, pests, traffic, cold, drought, etc.)  As for timing, spring is a great season to install warm season grasses due to the relatively mild temperatures, and you have the entire growing season to grow the lawn in.
Pay close attention to your soil and the manner in which you prepare it for planting.  Helpful hints include:  remove the debris or old sod layers, control the weeds, take a soil sample for analysis, modify your soil with amendments (if needed), apply the correct fertilizer at the proper rate, cultivate/till your soil, maintain proper surface drainage contours throughout your site, level the soil (smooth), and firm up the seedbed.  Remember that seedbed preparation is essentially the same whether seeding or sodding.  Don’t be tempted to take short cuts!  Try to establish the lawn the correct way the first time!  A good recommendation is to have at least 6 inches of soil for your lawn.  After you have installed/planted your lawn grass, roll the area and immediately begin to irrigate.  You will need light, frequent irrigations in the beginning so as to keep the area moist (not saturated).  Then, as the grass roots penetrate into the soil, you can gradually change to a deeper and more infrequent watering schedule to promote a deep and healthy root system.  Warning:  It is not recommended to use pre-emergent or post-emergent herbicides during the grow-in stage, especially when seeding.  With sod, pre-emergence and some post-emergent herbicides can be used, but expect some injury or delay in establishment.  It is best to achieve excellent weed control prior to planting with products like Roundup or Finale.
For more detailed information on lawn establishment, go to the Aggie-Turf web site at http://aggie-turf.tamu.edu and click on “Answers 4 You”, then “Establishment”.

Thatch In Your Lawn—Is It A Good Or Bad Thing To Have?
Does your lawn feel like a sponge when you walk on it?  Do you find yourself scalping areas in your lawn when you mow?  The problem that you may be dealing with is thatch accumulation.  Thatch is defined as the layer of intermingled living and dead plant parts (stolons, rhizomes, and stems) located between the green canopy/vegetation on top and the soil surface.  A thatch layer of ½ inch or less can be beneficial, but when this non-decomposed layer exceeds this amount, one may begin to see problems in their lawn.
Thatch accumulation normally occurs when excessive nitrogen rates are used during a fertilizer application.  Light, frequent irrigation promotes thatch production as well.  When a site has a thick layer of thatch, water and nutrient movement into the soil becomes hindered which leads to reduced rooting and decreased drought resistance.  In addition, a thick thatch layer can set up the lawn to have more problems with diseases and insects. You are creating a perfect environment for these pests.
To learn more about “Thatch Management” please click here.
How Does Excessive Phosphorus In Soils Affect Plant Health?
Are the leaves of your lawn grass turning yellow?  If you look even closer, are the veins on the leaves remaining green?  It could be that your grass is suffering from iron chlorosis.  Iron chlorosis occurs on sites during wet and cool conditions, on compacted sites, in soils with extreme pH levels (high or low), as well as with soils having excessive phosphorus levels.  Phosphorus buildup in soils reduces the plant’s ability to take up certain micronutrients such as iron and zinc, causing this chlorotic look to your lawn.  
This buildup of phosphorus normally occurs when excessive amounts of inorganic or organic (composts and manures) fertilizers are used over a period of time that contain moderate to high levels of phosphorus.  If the phosphorus moves off-site through erosion or inappropriate fertilizer applications, water quality in nearby lakes, ponds, streams and rivers may be negatively affected.  Now, let’s not get confused about phosphorus—it is an essential element required by plants.  But, you can be a good friend to our environment and your lawn grass by analyzing the soil with a soil test and by using the proper amounts of nutrients that are recommended for your site.
For more detailed information on “Excessive Phosphorus”please click here.
Factors To Consider For Proper Water Management of Lawns!
Are you having problems determining when and how much to water each time you irrigate your lawn?  Well, you need to understand that several factors need to be considered to accomplish this task properly.  First, determine the type and depth of your soil.  Clay soil will certainly be different than sandy soil because of the clays ability to hold water and its inability to allow water into the soil (reduced infiltration rate).  Furthermore, having a soil depth greater than 6 inches allows for deep and infrequent irrigation (recommended) and the ability to maintain a reservoir of water for roots to tap into.  Research has shown that turfgrasses are able to extract water deep into the soil profile if you maintain an adequate root system.  Shallow soils lack this attribute; thus, light and frequent applications will be needed which results in a shallow root system and reduced drought resistance. 
Other factors that affect water management in turf include:  proper turfgrass selection, proper fertilization, proper mowing, thatch management, aerification practices, pest management, water quality, and many environmental conditions (wind, sun, shade, relative humidity, air temperature, etc.).  Keep in mind that we want to maintain a healthy, well-rooted lawn grass.  Do not over-saturate your site for long periods of time—roots need oxygen to survive—saturated soils lack oxygen.  So, if possible, water deeply and infrequently!    Water in the early morning hours!  You will be much happier with your lawn and your lawn will be much happier with you!
For more information on “Water Management in Lawns”, please click here.
