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Winter Annual Weeds—It’s Time To Treat For These Pests! 

Winter annual weeds stand out like a sore thumb, especially when your warm season lawn grass is dormant. They can invade many areas within your landscape, especially those sites where the turf density has been reduced and bare soil exists. Therefore, making sure you go into the winter months with a healthy, dense turfgrass is your best defense against these winter pests. Another approach is to use a pre-emergent herbicide to control them. 

Winter annual weeds germinate in the late summer/early fall season. They will live during the winter and mature in the spring, then die. These are plants that come back each year from seed. Examples of winter annual weeds include: annual ryegrass, annual bluegrass, rescue grass, bur-clover, chickweed, henbit, and mustard weeds. Control of these weeds can be accomplished, but applications of the correct pre-emergent herbicide have to be made at the proper time. In North Texas, applications may be needed in late August. In South Texas, pre-emergent herbicide applications can wait until September. Hence, timing of the applications will be determined by your location within Texas. Remember, you are controlling germinating seeds—so this pre-emergent herbicide needs to be applied prior to germination. If you are working with a lawn care company, visit with them about their approach to these pests—sometimes they use products that will control the weeds prior to or just after germination. It is always good to have communication between you and the company you are working with. Finally, please make sure you read the labels on all pesticides and calibrate your spreader/sprayer. To obtain the proper dates of application for your area, contact your local County Extension Agent with Texas Cooperative Extension (http://county-tx.tamu.edu ). 

For more detailed information on “Winter Weed Control”, please click here.

Fall Fertilization For Your Home Lawn!

Once again, we are approaching the fall season. Have you decided what type of fertilizer you are going to use on your lawn? Have you taken a soil sample to determine what nutrients are deficient in your soil?

Fall fertilization is a very important part of a good nutrient management program for your lawn. You certainly want to have your turfgrass in great condition as we move into the winter period. Avoid applications of excessive nitrogen during this period, especially with a quick-release nitrogen fertilizer source. It could lead to disease problems. On the other hand, you don’t want to use a fertilizer with an extremely slow-release nitrogen component—this could lead to excessive nitrate nitrogen left over into the winter months that may be susceptible to leaching into our groundwater. Make your last fertilizer application at least 30 days prior to the first frost date in your area. Do your homework and find resource material (like the one listed below) to obtain a better understanding of fall fertilization. It will pay dividends on your lawn and our environment! 

To learn more about “Fall Fertilization”, please click here. 

Fire Ant Management For The Home Lawn! 

Have you, your family, or your pet ever been bitten by fire ants? It’s not a great experience---I assure you! These little creatures produce a horrible sting that hurts and itches like crazy! So, how do we control these critters in our lawn?

First, you must have the proper identification to treat for them correctly. The red imported fire ant workers range from 1/16 to 3/16 inch in length and are dark brown. Queen ants are approximately 3/8 inch and loose their wings after mating. The fire ants produce mounds in open areas where as many as 200,000 ants reside. Now that’s a lot of fire ants!! These little monsters are aggressive, too! So, don’t stir up the mound and hang around too long—you’ll regret it! 

There are several methods to control fire ants in your landscape. One popular approach is the Texas Two-Step method. First, broadcast a fire ant bait over the entire yard—then, after 3 to 4 days, treat any individual mounds that might still be active. Remember, it’s best to apply these insecticides when the ants are foraging. These ants do not like to work and forage during the heat of the day, so an evening application would be best. Make sure you use the correct insecticide and apply it at its labeled rate. If you don’t know already, it will be Fire Ant Awareness Month in September for Texas. So, treat appropriately and have a great fall season with a fire ant-free lawn! 

To learn more about “Fire Ants” and recommended control measures, go the Texas A&M fire ant web site at http://fireant.tamu.edu .

Fall Armyworms—Have They Invaded Your Lawn?

Have you ever awaken in the morning and found that most of your lawn was eaten up by some insect? It may have been the Fall Armyworm! 

Fall armyworms, when found in large numbers, can chew up a lot of turfgrass in a very short period of time—especially bermudagrass in the late summer/fall season. The mature larvae have stripes along the body and its head has an inverted pale-colored “Y”. They can reach a length of about 2 inches and feed throughout the day and night. In turfgrass, you will first notice circular to irregular dead areas. The leaf blades appear transparent from plant cells being eaten and green excrement frass may be present in feeding areas. Another sign is having flocks of birds in your lawn, feeding on these grass-chewing critters. 

To learn more about “Fall Armyworms” and recommended control measures, go the Aggie-Turf web site at http://aggie-turf.tamu.edu and click on “Answers 4 You”, then “Insects”. Another good site is the Texas A&M Entomology web site at http://insects.tamu.edu/extension/publications/epubs/eee_00009.cfm . 

