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Controlling Summer Annual Weeds—Treatment Time is Near!
Summer annual weeds can be an eye-sore for all turfgrass sites.  Weeds, in general, like to invade sites where turfgrass is weakened and where the overall density of the turf has been reduced.  Therefore, maintaining a healthy, dense turf is the best approach for weed management.  But, if you do have problems with these summer annual weeds, there are a number of products (pre-emergent herbicides) that can be used to control these pests.

Summer annuals like crabgrass, goosegrass, grassbur, and prostrate spurge germinate in the late winter/early spring season.  They will survive into summer and then mature and die.  These are plants that come back each year by seed.  Control of these weeds can be accomplished, but one has to apply the correct pre-emergent herbicide at the proper time.  In South Texas, applications may need to be made in late January/early February.  In the northern sections of the State, pre-emergence applications may be made in late February/early March.  Hence, timing of the applications will depend on where you live in Texas.  Remember, we are controlling germinating seeds—so the pre-emergent needs to be put out prior to germination.  Finally, please read the labels on all pesticides prior to application and calibrate your sprayer/spreader.  To obtain the proper dates of application, contact your local County Extension Agent with Texas Cooperative Extension (http://county-tx.tamu.edu ). 
For more information on weed control, please click here.
Professional Associations—Become Involved!
Professional development is extremely important in today’s business world.  One must continue to expand their knowledge just to keep up.  Web-sites, books, magazines, etc. are all good resources to tap into.  Another source is professional associations.
Most associations offer ways for individuals to obtain continuing education in their field.  Conferences, seminars, and newsletters are just a few.  So, to make a positive move in your career, contact associations that offer these opportunities to you and become a member.  Better yet, become involved!
For a list of websites of professional associations in turfgrass, please click here.

Calculating Surface Area in Your Landscape—Is it important?
Knowing how many square feet you have in your landscape is extremely important.  It is the first step to take toward good environmental stewardship.  Examples of times when you need this information include:  applying a fertilizer, pesticide, topdressing material, irrigation water, and when purchasing seed, sod, sprigs or plugs during establishment of turfgrass.
In order to apply products in an appropriate manner with an environmentally friendly approach, one must take the time to measure and calculate the surface area of their site.  It is an easy task to perform, it doesn’t take a lot of time, and the calculations are relatively easy.  In addition, you will normally only need to measure the site once.  Record the information and save it.  So, do the right thing and measure the surface area of your landscape.  More importantly, use this value when applying products to your lawn!  Encourage your friends to never again show up at the garden center to buy lawn care products without knowing the size of their lawn.  They will thank you for it!!
For more information on calculating surface area, please click here.
Understanding Soil Physical Properties!
Understanding the physical properties of soil is very important for anyone working with plants and soils in Texas.  Soils vary throughout our State.  You may be working with clays, silts, sands, or even a mixture of these three.  In addition, the behaviors differ based on the composition and the interrelation among the soil components.
How well your plants will grow certainly depends on the type of soil that you have.  Water and nutrient management will differ among soils.  Rooting depth and compaction will differ, as well.  So, to provide the best environment for your plants, make sure you know the type of soil you are working with.  Take the time to understand the pros and cons of your soil and manage it appropriately.
For more detailed information on “Soil Physical Properties”, please click here.
