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Mowing Your Lawn!
Did you know that improper mowing habits can place significant amounts of stress on your lawn?  Do you know the optimum height and frequency that you need to be mowing for your specific turfgrass variety?  
Mowing is a very important part of proper lawn maintenance and plays a huge role in the overall quality of your turfgrass.  If your mowing height is lower than the optimum range for your variety, undue stress will occur which may cause a steady decline of your lawn.  As a result, pests (i.e. weeds, diseases, insects) may invade your site.  The same goes for your frequency of mowing.  If you are leaving “windrows” of grass clippings when you mow, you are probably mowing too infrequent.  A good rule of thumb is to never take off more than 1/3 of the leaf blade each time you mow.  So, do your homework and find out what mowing height is appropriate for your lawn grass and always remember to keep your mower blades sharpened.  You and your lawn will be pleased with the results!
For more detailed information on “mowing”, go to the Aggie-Turf web site at http://aggie-turf.tamu.edu and click on “Answers 4 You”, then “Mowing”.

Aerification—A Very Important Component of Lawn Management!
Do you have areas in your lawn that receives a tremendous amount of traffic?  Have you ever noticed the turfgrass declining in this area?  Your lawn may be suffering from soil compaction.
When soils become compacted, several things occur.  First, oxygen within the soil profile becomes depleted.  Oxygen is very important in maintaining a healthy root system.  Second, the rate at which water moves into the soil and through the soil profile is hindered.  This is referred to as the infiltration and percolation rates in soil.  To overcome this problem, you may want to core aerify your lawn.  Core aerification not only works well to break through the compaction, but will also assist in thatch management and with soil layering issues.  The best time to perform this task for all warm season turfgrasses is during the active growing season—preferably in the spring.  Many of the equipment rental businesses have core aerification machines.  Make sure you have a moderate amount of moisture and watch out for tree roots and irrigation pipes.  Your lawn will definitely appreciate this cultivation practice!
To learn more about “aerification” , go to the Aggie-Turf web site at http://aggie-turf.tamu.edu and click on “Answers 4 You”, then “Cultivation”.

PET—What Is It?
PET is an acronym for “potential evapotranspiration”.  Potential evapotranspiration is a predicted value calculated from a weather station based on a cool season grass growing 4-inches tall in a deep soil under well-watered conditions.  It is defined as the maximum amount of water (inches) lost from a vegetative surface through evaporation from the soil and transpiration from plants.  Factors directly affecting the calculated value include air temperature, relative humidity, wind speed, and solar radiation.  
PET can be a very useful tool in your water management program for your lawn.  Recent research from Texas A&M University suggested that PET was a very good predictor of soil moisture loss in landscapes.  PET values from weather stations offer you the maximum amount of soil water lost, but most landscapes can maintain a healthy condition with much less water.  Hence, a multiplying factor called “crop coefficient” is used.  The coefficient for warm season turfgrasses is 0.6 (60%) and for cool season grasses is 0.8 (80%).  An example would be if you were to find that PET for a 7-day period in your area was 1.5 inches.  If you have St. Augustinegrass (warm season turfgrass), you would multiply 1.5 inches by 0.6.  This means you would only need to apply 0.9 inches of water to your site in order to replace the water that was lost through evapotranspiration.  Depending on what species you have in your entire landscape will dictate what coefficient value to use in each zoned area.  You will need to determine this for your own site because all landscapes are different (i.e. shade, soil type, soil depth, etc.).  For most lawn grasses, you may be able to use an even lower coefficient value depending on the amount of stress you are willing to impose on your turf.  Again, PET can be a great tool for you to use in order to irrigate with the correct amount water.  It most certainly can help conserve our greatest natural resource—WATER! 
For more detailed information on “PET”, go to the Texas ET Network web site at http://texaset.tamu.edu .  There, you will be able to view actual weather station data, quite possibly for your area.
Weed Identification!
Have you ever wondered what the name of a particular weed was?  Have you ever applied a herbicide to weeds without knowing what they were and had terrible results?  Unfortunately, many people have experienced this.  Weed identification is critical in order to control them properly with herbicides in an environmentally safe manner.  

Most lawn weeds are classified as grasses, broadleaves, or sedges.  They can be annuals, biennials, or perennials.  They can be warm or cool season plants.  Are you confused, yet?  Well, it can get confusing but there are many resource books/publications/web-sites that can assist you.  Some have colored photos while others describe the various plant parts and how they are arranged on the plant.  Either way, you need to correctly identify weeds in order to control them.  It can turn out to be a never ending battle if you don’t!
For detailed information on plant terminology and “weed identification”, please click here.
