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Soil Microbes—Do We Need To Add Bugs To Our Soil?

There are many products on the market today that claim they add beneficial microbes to the soil.  But do we need to add these so-called ‘soil bugs’ to our Texas soils?  How many already exist?

Research has shown that many of the beneficial soil microbes exist in very large numbers in our Texas soils.  As long as the environment they live in remains normal (no extreme pH changes, extreme droughts, or excessive flooding, etc.), these bugs die off and reproduce at a steady rate.  In addition, turfgrass systems provide a wonderful environment for the microbes—thus, as long as you maintain a healthy turf, your soil microbe population will be plentiful and you shouldn’t have to add ‘bugs’ to your soil.

For more detailed information on “Soil Microbes”, please click here.
Keep Pesticides On The Lawn and Out Of Water Supplies!
Pesticides have the potential to move into surface and groundwater if applied inappropriately. Home consumers who use plant protection chemicals on their lawn have a great responsibility to do so properly. Lawn pesticides vary greatly in their requirements associated with application. The only way to be a good steward is to READ THE pesticide LABEL before purchasing and again prior to application—this is the step that most people skip, unfortunately!  Remember, some pesticides require you to water them in and others do not. Reading the label will help you apply the product in the right way to be able to control the target pest. Pesticide misapplication can contribute to pesticide movement into our greatest natural resource—Water!

Proper pest control practices can greatly reduce off-site movement of pesticide products. Home consumers, who use pesticides, can do much to alleviate this potential problem. First, do not apply pesticides (herbicides, fungicides, insecticides, etc.) unless you have identified a potential problem pest in your landscape.  Second, purchase a pesticide that is labeled to treat this pest in the type of grass that makes up the lawn. Third, purchase and apply the correct amount of pesticide—this means you need to know the square footage of your site and know how to accurately measure and deliver the correct amount of pesticide uniformly over your lawn.  Fourth, do not apply these products on hard surfaces such as sidewalks, streets, or curbs since water runoff from hard surfaces could carry the pesticide into drainage ways. This could eventually lead to increased contamination of our water supplies.  

Also appreciate that the microbial activity (mentioned in another Turf Tip in this series) that is so common in turf/soil systems eventually break down the pesticides and dissipate any potential for any long-term accumulation in the soil.

Pesticides are sometimes needed in turf management, but if you will take the time and follow these steps, you will control the target pests with minimum impact on our water!
Preparing Your Lawn For The Winter!

There are several things that home consumers can do to prepare their lawns for the winter.  If you are mowing your lawn within the optimum range for your species/variety but are at the lower height, raise your cutting height to a higher level—especially if your turf is under stress.  Apply your last fertilizer application for the year 30 days prior to the first frost date in your area.  Keep a watchful eye for diseases and other pest problems.  Apply a pre-emergent herbicide to attack those germinating winter weed seeds—it may be too late in North Texas—check with your local County Extension Agent.  Apply irrigation on an as-needed basis—too much or too little will cause problems.  Remember, if you have an extremely dry winter in your area, you may need to irrigate!  Do not allow the soil to become dry, especially when low temperatures exist.  Finally, clean and store your maintenance equipment and pesticides properly and have a great winter!

Turfgrass Management Trainings—Getting The Right Information!

Each year, several turfgrass trainings are held across Texas to assist turf managers and home consumers in their management efforts.  Some may be held locally (check with your County Extension Agent) and some statewide.  

The Texas Turfgrass Association ( http://www.texasturf.com ) holds two conferences each year—one in July and one in December.  This year, the winter conference will be in San Antonio from December 12-14, 2005.  A Turfgrass and Ornamental Field Day is held each year in September focusing on recent research findings and up-to-date management strategies.  Also, the Sports Turf Managers Association                        ( http://www.sportsturfmanager.com ) has several regional field days in Texas offering information on sports field management.  In addition, the Turfgrass Producers of Texas ( http://www.txsod.com ) has a one-day conference each year in the Bay City area focusing on sod production.  

Last January, the five-day Turfgrass Ecology and Management Short Course was offered for the first time. Twenty-five industry professionals registered in the course, representing interests in sports turf, lawn care, golf turf, parks and municipal lawns/recreation areas and sod production. Plans are being finalized to offer this course again from January 23-27, 2006.  This “Turf Short Course” is designed to provide basic and practical information to new professional turfgrass managers, as well as to provide experienced turf managers the opportunity to review and update their knowledge. Thirteen Texas A&M University faculty will draw upon their expertise to address turfgrass industry issues, problems and opportunities as they present a well-balanced program of 36 contact hours of instruction. Participants will be awarded Continuing Education Units, appropriate to the course content, upon completion. You can go to the aggie-turf web site to learn more about this training (http://aggie-turf.tamu.edu). A link direct to the course website is also available (http://cecoe.tamu.edu/turfgrass/index.htm).

To learn more about “Turf Trainings in Texas” and other resource sites, please click here.
