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It’s Time For Brown Patch!

The fall season usually brings rainy, humid, and cool conditions which are favorable to many lawn diseases—especially brown patch.  This disease decreases overall turf quality and can be quite stressful to your grass.  Most turf species are susceptible, especially St. Augustinegrass, zoysiagrass, and centipedegrass.  

Brown patch develops rapidly when day-time air temperatures are between 75 and 85 degrees Fahrenheit and affects leaves, stems, and crowns.  Turfgrasses affected by brown patch normally exhibit circular to irregular shaped patches of light brown, blighted, and thinned turf.  Yellowing of the leaves is not uncommon, especially at the edges of the patch.  Inside the infected area, the turfgrass may remain green which leaves a “frog-eye” appearance.  Leaf sheaths in the infected site also become rotted and water-soaked to the point that a gentle tug of the leaf blade easily separates it from the runner.  To prevent this disease from attacking your lawn, pay close attention to your watering habits, thatch accumulation, and your nutrient management program.  Several fungicides can also be used for the prevention and control of brown patch.  

For more detailed information on “Brown Patch” and recommended fungicides, go to the Aggie-Turf web site at http://aggie-turf.tamu.edu .  Click on “Answers 4 You”, then “Diseases”.  Another good site is the Texas A&M Plant Pathology web site at http://plantpathology.tamu.edu .
Take-All Root Rot—An Awful Disease!
Is your St. Augustinegrass bermudagrass, or zoysiagrass declining in your lawn?  Can you literally roll it up like a carpet?  You may be fighting an awful lawn disease called Take-All Root Rot.

Just as the name describes, this disease is caused by a root infecting pathogen that likes to attack lawn grasses under stress.  The stress could come from a number of things:  poor mowing practices, drought stress, extreme wet conditions, poor irrigation and nutrient management programs, thatch accumulation, soil compaction, etc..  It is a very opportunistic fungus.  No matter what the stress is, this disease waits in the shadows and then vigorously attacks when the stress conditions are present.  Symptoms of take-all root rot include:  circular or irregular shapes declining turf patches, yellowing and dieing of leaves, rotted or comprised root systems (similar to grub damage, but the roots will not be rotted with grub damage), and damaged stolons (runners). The pathogen is most active in the fall and early winter period but symptoms are often expressed in the spring and hot summer months.  Prevention and control of this disease primarily involves cultural practices—in other words, keep the stress off of your lawn and hopefully you will never have to fight this disease!  Chemical control with fungicides can also be helpful as well as using sphagnum peat moss at a rate of one 3.8 cubic foot bale per 1,000 square feet.  Apply these in the fall and spring seasons.

To learn more about “Take-All Root Rot” and recommended control measures, please click here.  Another good site is the Texas A&M Plant Pathology web site at http://plantpathology.tamu.edu .  
Potassium—How Important Is It To Your Turfgrass?

Potassium (K) is considered one of the BIG THREE macronutrients when it comes to fertilization of turfgrass.  It is the last number listed on the fertilizer bag (i.e. 15-5-10) and is a very important nutrient required in the maintenance of a dense and quality turf.  Potassium does not influence leaf growth to a great degree but plays a huge role in the ability of turfgrasses to tolerate cold, drought, excessive traffic, salinity, and high temperatures.  Other roles for potassium include: activation of enzymes, water regulation in plants, protein synthesis, and CO2 fixation in photosynthesis.

Potassium deficiencies in turf normally appear as interveinal yellowing of the lower (older) leaves, dieback at the leaf tip, scorching of the leaf margins, and total yellowing of the leaves.  Turfgrass plants will appear weakened and wilting/leaf firing will be accelerated.  Similar to nitrogen, potassium is highly susceptible to leaching—so monitor your potassium levels closely, especially in sandy soils.

The best approach to determine if you have the appropriate amount of potassium in your soil is to take a soil sample and have it analyzed.  If needed, apply the recommended amounts of potassium in the spring and fall seasons.  You certainly want to make sure that you have enough potassium present prior to winter to help avoid injury from extremely cold temperatures.

Overseeding—Should You Do It?

Do you like having a green lawn throughout the year?  Do you like to mow, irrigate, and fertilize during the winter?  Is it appropriate to overseed your lawn for the winter?  These are just a few questions that you need to ask yourself before you overseed your turf.

Overseeding is defined as seeding onto an existing turf, usually with a temporary cool-season turfgrass (i.e.annual or perennial ryegrass), to provide green active grass growth during dormancy of the warm season turfgrass (i.e. bermudagrass).  It is used extensively on sports fields and golf courses, and to some extent, on commercial sites and home lawns.  Sports field managers and golf course superintendents overseed their turfgrasses primarily to offset the excessive traffic during winter play as well as to have a green, quality turf.  But are there negative effects to overseeding?  Yes!!  Competition between the cool and warm season grasses can be great, especially in the early spring when the warm season turf is trying to re-grow after winter dormancy—often referred to as  ‘spring transition’.  If the spring is cool and wet it will favor the persistence of the overseeded grass at the expense of the re-growth of the warm season grass. Improved turf-type annual ryegrasses typically have a better spring transition than do the overseeded perennial ryegrasses. Many turf managers have been affected by delayed bermudagrass transition. In years that favor continued persistence of the overseeding, there can be significant damage to the bermudagrass turf.   Another big negative with overseeding is if the existing turfgrass is “scalped down” to provide a seedbed to favor a quick fall transition to the overseeding turfgrass.  This scalping, along with the fall competition from the cool season grass prevents the warm season turfgrass from being able to store the necessary carbohydrates in the fall months.  This means the turfgrass is going into winter dormancy in a weaker condition, with less stored reserves to recover well the following spring.  So, you need to think a bit more about whether or not to overseed.  If you have a great deal of traffic during the winter period at your site, then overseeding may be appropriate. Remember, as long as your turf is weed-free, brown (dormant) turf can be beautiful too!!

To learn more about “Overseeding”, go the Aggie-Turf web site at http://aggie-turf.tamu.edu and click on “Answers 4 You”, then “Overseeding”.  

