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A New Approach in Controlling Take-All Root Rot 

Recent studies performed by Dr. Phil Colbaugh at the Texas A&M Experiment Station in Dallas has shown that sphagnum peat moss can be a useful tool in combating the destructive disease of Take-All Root Rot. This root-infecting fungus has devastated many home lawns as well as commercial sites on St. Augustinegrass, Zoysiagrass, and on Bermudagrass greens. 

The best time to apply the sphagnum peat moss is during the fall and spring at a rate of one bale (3.2 cubic feet) per 1,000 sq. ft. One must remember, though, that this disease usually affects areas in your turf under some form of stress (i.e. compaction, too little or too much fertilizer, water stressed areas, drainage problems, improper mowing heights and frequencies, etc..). This means that one must identify the problem and correct it to see the best results from this method. Without correcting the problem, chances are that you will once again be hit by this horrible Take-All Root Rot disease. More information. 

Cool Season Weed Control 

Controlling annual weeds in home lawns can be a chore, but there are ways to combat them. Cool season (winter) weeds usually germinate in early fall and hang around to late spring. A pre-emergent herbicide applied prior to germination would have been the best method to use, but by now, you are most likely too late. This means that post-emergent herbicide applications will be needed. 

The main point to remember is to clobber these annual winter weeds when they are small and immature. If you wait until January or February, you've waited much too long. At this point, they are well-established, mature plants and cannot be controlled by post-emergent herbicides. Remember to always read the label and apply the appropriate herbicide at the appropriate labeled rate. More information. 

Do we need to fertilize our lawns in the winter?

Depending on where you live in Texas, warm season grasses such as St. Augustinegrass, Bermudagrass, Zoysiagrass, Buffalograss, etc.. will be going dormant very soon. Once this occurs and they become somewhat straw colored, these grasses are no longer growing actively. Our recommendation is to fertilize your turfgrass only when these plants are actively growing and apply the appropriate type and rate of fertilizer based on a soil sample analysis. Spring, summer, and fall applications would be very appropriate depending on the grass type, use, soil type, etc. for warm season grasses. A good rule of thumb is to put out your fall application at least 30 days before the average first frost date and begin with the spring application approximately 30 days after the average last frost date for your area. This approach is not only best for the turf, but also for our environment. 

If you overseed your turf or have a cool season turfgrass such as Tall Fescue, Perennial or Annual Ryegrass, then late fall and winter applications would be recommended. You need to apply approximately 75% of the total nitrogen required for this species during this period of time and much less in the late winter and early spring. More information. 

Lawn Diseases: What to look for and can they be controlled?

Diseases in warm season turfgrasses such as St. Augustinegrass, Bermudagrass, Buffalograss, and Zoysiagrass usually occur during the spring and fall seasons when it is cool and wet (humid). This doesn't mean that they cannot occur during the summer. If the environmental conditions are right, these fungus problems can hit you when you least expect it. Brown patch, gray leaf spot, helminthosporium leaf spot, downy mildew, dollar spot, and take-all root rot are just a few of the diseases. A person can take one of three approaches: treat with a preventative fungicide in the early spring and early fall, wait until the disease hits then treat with a contact fungicide, or do nothing at all. The specific disease and its severity should dictate your approach. 

First, monitor your turfgrass for unusual patterns or stressed areas. Next, have the turfgrass analyzed to determine a proper identification of the disease or problem. Then, apply the correct fungicide at the appropriate rate to ensure efficacy of the treatment. Sequential treatments may be needed, depending on the disease and fungicide used. Remember, improper water and nutrient management as well as other cultural practices can enhance disease development. Water deeply and infrequently and use only the appropriate amount of fertilizer required to maintain a quality, healthy turfgrass. More Information.

